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[¢Culloch City’s Only Link 


To Lincoln; Home Near Ruin 


* By NANCY ROMERO 
Hugh McCulloch, one of Fort Wayne’s 
outstanding 19th Century citizens, was a 
lawyer, a judge and a banker. A respect- 
ed, civic-minded man, he earned nation- 
al acclaim in his era as ‘‘the father of 
the national banking system’’. 


But, more than that, this man was 
Fort Wayne’s most direct link to the 
presidency of Abraham Lincoln. He was 
named Secretary of the Treasury by Lin- 
coln in 1864. 


During Lincoln’s first term in office, 
his then Secretary of the Treasury, 
Salmon P. Chase, had summoned Judge 
McCulloch to Washington, D. C., and of- 
fered him the office of the first Comp- 
troller of the Currency of the United 
States. The judge accepted and was ap- 
pointed-by Lincoln. 


According to B. J. Griswold’s Bio- 
graphical History of Fort Wayne, pub- 
lished in 1917, Judge McCulloch’s 
successful method of organizing the 
newly-created department and the na- 
tional banking system brought him the 
appellation ‘father of the national bank- 
ing system”’. 


McCulloch continued to serve as Secre- 
tary of the Treasury under the Johnson 
Administration, following the assassina- 
tion of Lincoln, and coped successfully 
with the nation’s financial problems -dur- 
ing the period of Reconstruction after 
‘the Civil War. He later served in the 
Same cabinet post under President Ches- 
ter A. Arthur (1884). 


e 
McCulloch, who was born in Kenne- 
bunk, Maine, in 1808 and came to Fort 
Wayne on horseback in the Spring of 
1833, died in Washington, D. C. on May 
24, 1895. He had risen from the position 
of frontier village lawyer to the highest 


position of trust in the country’s finan- 


cial world. 


It is surprising then to realize this fa- 
mous citizen’s homestead, once a beauti- 
ful home on a suburban estate on the St. 
Mary’s River, is now in a state of utter 
disrepair, is under foreclosure and faces 
a very uncertain future. 


The McCulloch home, on West Superi- 
or Street, vies with the Edsall House as 


_ the oldest house in the City. ARCH, Inc., 


has established that the William S. Ed- 
sall house was built in 1839. Because the 
McCulloch house was built outside the 
city limits of the time and no county tax 
records survive, it is impossible to know 
for sure when the home was built. How- 
ever, it has been established the judge 
bought the land in 1839 and moved into 
the home in the Fall of 1843. 


The McCulloch property extended 
from the St. Mary’s River to the then ex- 
isting Wabash-Erie Canal. Superior 
Street now cuts right through what must 
have been the first blade of grass off the 
McCulloch’s white-pillared front veran- 
da. 


McCulloch’s sons, two of whom fol- 
lowed in his footsteps in the banking 
business, lived in the family homestead, 
too. - 


_ Said, 


ARCH member Thomas J. Cramton, 
who did the principal research on the | 
Edsall house, said he believes the Mc- | 
Culloch house was sold by Judge McCul- 


loch’s son Charles, in the 1890’s. 


“It was sold to a medical college (The | 
Fort Wayne College of Medicine),’’ he | 
“and they started ripping out the 
insides. The Turners took it over in 1907 
or ’08, I believe, and used the ballroom 
as a gym.’ 

In recent years, it has been owned by 
IBEW Local 723 Realty, Inc., and has 
housed various union offices. Attorney 
Donald Steininger, who acted as trustee . 
in the bankruptcy of that owner, said he | 
investigated the property. 


“The building had a mortgage of ap- 
proximately $35,000,”’ he said, ‘‘and I ad- 
vised them against trying to sell it.” 

Anthony Wayne Bank is the holder of 
the mortgage and, according to Harry 
Guingrich at the bank, it is in foreclo- 
sure. It definitely is for sale now and 
“will probably end up being owned by 
Anthony Wayne Bank,” Guingrich said. 


“Then it will go on the market for a 
good buyer,” he said. ‘I believe the 
house is sound, but authentic restoration | 
would be a problem. It’s just too costly, 
but I’d like to see something like a res- | 
taurant go in there.” \ 

Karen Anderson, who is president of 
ARCH, Inc., says it is a project that calls 
for ‘‘adaptive re-use’, because she 
agrees, restoration costs are prohibitive. 


‘‘The main thing standing between the 





(Courtesy of the Lincoln Museum and Library) 


‘A $20 bill bearing the likeness of Fort Wayne’s Hugh McCulloch, who first rose 
to na ational prominence during the Lincoln administra tion. 











present and restoration is a staggering 
amount of money,” she explained. ‘‘But, 
there must be another use for it. It could 
be a nice office building; it’s big enough 
and offices in that area of the City would 
not be inappropriate. It could be useful 
for anyone who needed a space, and an 
interesting space, at. that.” 


The house has been altered drastically 
over the years, but still would be eligible 
for listing in the National Historic Regis- 
ter. What that would do, according to 
Ms. Anderson, is focus attention on it 
and also make it eligible for certain 
preservation funds. 


“The National Register keeps the fed- 
eral government from tearing a place 
down, but it doesn’t keep a private 
owner from tearing it down, unless fed- 
eral money is being used on it in some 
way,’ she explained. 


At this time, there appears to be no 
person or organization interested in pre- 
serving the property for its historic 
value. Yet, in a City that prides itself on 
its history, from the Old Fort to the 
Canal Days (when the McCulloch home- 
stead was in flower), it would be a very 
sad day, indeed, if such a landmark 
were allowed to fall under the wrecking 
ball. 


With the Old Fort finally a reality, the 
Lincoln Museum and Library moving on 
to: larger and finer facilities, and The 
Landing still clinging tenaciously to life, 
surely the McCulloch link to America’s 
history cries out to be preserved. 





McCulloch Home During Canal Era 


The grand dedication of the Wabash-Erie Canal, which was responsi- 
ble for the City’s first important growth, was held on July 4, 1843. Among 
the distinguished citizens participating in the ceremonies that day was 
Hugh McCulloch, a lawyer, banker and judge, whose beautiful new home 
was first occupied by him and his family in the Fall of that year. It is pic- 
tured above as it looked then, situated in a somewhat wooded, grassy area 
between the St.. Mary’s River and the canal, just North of Broadway and 
Fulton streets. Over the years, the house has been altered significantly by 
a second story added over each wing and: the bricking over of the beauti- 
ful windows. The steps and veranda were removed and brick posts added 
to support the white pillars in the front, as shown in the current photo 
above. (Staff Photos by John Stearns) 
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